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Russian Wins Top UK Conservation Award from HRH The Princess Royal

Russian conservationist, Sergey Bereznuk has won the UK’s top conservation award for his campaign to save the Amur tiger from extinction.
Sergy received his award, The Whitley Award in memory of Daniel Kelly and sponsored by The Rufford Maurice Laing Foundation from HRH The Princess Royal at a prestigious ceremony at London’s Royal Geographical Society last night. 

Sergey and his NGO ‘Phoenix Fund’ work in Primorye in the Russian Far East, the only place in the world where both the Amur tiger – or Siberian tiger - and Amur leopard still exist together in the wild. 
Even though the economic climate in Russia appears to be improving, there has been no matching increase in funds for conservation and the rapacious demand for tiger parts as well as loss of habitats, is having a terrible impact.  Only an estimated ten per cent of the tiger population is found within protected areas, which is insufficient to sustain the population in the long-term.   

Only 450 Amur tigers and 35 Amur leopards are left in the wild. They prey mainly on red deer and wild boar, but these animals too are in decline due to over-hunting by people.

To avert the collapse of the tiger population, a special anti-poaching force called Inspection Tiger was created in 1994 by the Russian government. Without it the Amur tiger will disappear from Russia.  The ever-changing legal system makes environmental law enforcement an incredibly frustrating proposition, especially in a culture where poaching is an acceptable norm, and the future of the species depends very much on the attitude of local people towards them.

Against these odds, Sergey and his colleagues wage a war for the hearts and minds of local communities.  Sergey believes that now, more than ever, the programme needs to develop and expand. He plans to strengthen anti-poaching and habitat protection whilst at the same time expanding his public education work to encourage greater participation of local communities in conservation. 

Since 1994 the Whitley Awards have been awarded annually. They are worth £30,000 each and are one of the largest nature conservation awards available. They recognise outstanding work by conservation leaders in the fields of scientific research, protection and involvement of local communities. 

Former Head of the BBC Natural History Unit and Series Producer of the recently launched Planet Earth series, Alistair Fothergill, who hosted the evening, said:

“The threats to the world’s wild species and spaces are becomingly increasingly complex and we do not know the effects of these losses. Many small countries with mega-diversity, growing populations and a large national debt maintain need all the help they can get. The winners of these awards demonstrate how to fight to maintain that biodiversity, engage local communities and contribute to the greater understanding of these irreplaceable assets.”

Edward Whitley, Founder and Chairman of the Whitley Fund for Nature said: 

“Sergey’s dedication and hard work has helped to reduce the number of tigers poached each year.  The Judging Panel were impressed by the way in which he, and his NGO Phoenix Fund, have adopted an approach that places the local community at the centre of efforts to conserve tigers in Southern Siberia.   We are delighted to announce Sergey as Winner of a Whitley Award, and hope the award will give him the support and publicity he needs in order to build on his work to secure a long-term future for the Amur tiger.”
ends

Editors Notes:

1. For media enquiries, please contact Cherry Farrow 07739 573932
2. For photographs of species, winners receiving their Award from HRH The Princess Royal, locations and maps, please contact Annabel Lea on 020 7602 3443 or mobile 07958 342 527. 
3. Please also contact Annabel to arrange an interview with a Whitley Award Winner (available from 8th May – 13th May).
4. The Whitley Fund for Nature – the charity behind the Whitley Awards – is a UK based conservation charity that supports science based conservation work that benefits local communities 
5. The Whitley Awards are worth £30,000 each and are one of the largest nature conservation awards available. Of the Award winners selected each year, one recipient goes on to win the Gold Award worth an additional £30,000. Hosted by Whitley patron HRH Princess Royal, the awards ceremony is held annually at the Royal Geographical Society in London. 
6. (www.whitleyaward.org)

