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**PRESS RELEASE**


17th August 2004

NEW BIRD SPECIES DISCOVERED IN THE PHILIPPINES

A new species of bird has been discovered in the Philippines by an international research expedition made possible by an award from the Whitley Laing Foundation.
The team of Filipino and UK researchers discovered the bird, a type of rail, living by a stream in the forests of Calayan, a remote island in the northern Philippines.  The rail, which is new to science, is very distinctive with dark brown feathers and an orange-red bill and legs.  It is believed to be flightless, and belongs to the same family as moorhens and coots.  

The discovery has caused a great deal of excitement among ornithologists, who are eager to protect the rare bird and its forest habitat.  It is estimated only about 200 pairs exist, and as they are found nowhere else in the world, it is feared they may soon be at risk from development pressures.  Of the 20 species or subspecies of rail that have become extinct since 1600, 90% were flightless, as the Calayan rail is believed to be.

The researchers that discovered the bird, known as the Babuyan Islands Expedition Team, were awarded a Rufford Small Grant last summer for a project to assess the avian diversity of the Babuyan Islands.  The expedition was the first on the remote island since 1980, and achieved funding to build on the current scientific knowledge of the birds of Babuyan.  Before the expedition, existing knowledge stemmed mainly from research conducted between 1895 and 1909.  

The Team is co-led by Genevieve Broad, a British ecologist and Carl Oliveros, a Filipino conservationist.  The discovery of the Calaysan rail is described in Forktail, a journal of Asian ornithology published by OBC.
For further information and photographs of the Calaysan rail, or an interview with one of the project leaders, please contact Georgina Ponder, Manager of the Whitley Laing Foundation (Tel: 020 7602 3443, Email: georgina@whitleyaward.org).
NOTES: 

•   The Whitley Laing Foundation (WLF) was founded in 1994 by Edward Whitley and offers a wide range of Awards for nature conservation work outside the first world.  The projects funded are sustainable, long lasting and emphasise the benefits of wildlife and habitat conservation to local communities.   

•   The WLF aims to provide support through the career path of a conservationist, starting with Rufford Small Grants of up to £5,000 each and moving on to larger and higher profile Whitley Awards and Continuation Awards of up to £30,000 each.  
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•   Based in London, UK, the WLF has granted funds to hundreds of nature conservation projects around the world.  The awards given by the Whitley Laing Foundation are the largest nature conservation awards in Europe.
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