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Peruvian Woman’s work in marine conservation wins Gold Award from HRH The Princess Royal at International Conservation Award Ceremony
Dr. Patricia Majluf, a Peruvian woman with more than 25 years experience in research and conservation of Peruvian marine wildlife, is the overall winner of the UK’s top conservation award for her commitment to protecting Peru’s unique marine wildlife. 

Patricia has won both the Whitley Award sponsored by Natasha and George Duffield and the Whitley Gold Award for her work mapping traditional fishing areas as a tool for developing marine protected areas in Punto San Juan, Peru.  Patricia was selected from among 8 other Whitley Award Winners to win the overall Gold Award.
She received both awards -  worth a total of £60,000 of funding over two years - from HRH The Princess Royal, at a prestigious ceremony at London’s Royal Geographical Society last night.

A great diversity of shore birds, as well as sea lions, penguins, pelicans, fur seals and dolphins, all depend on the anchovies off the Peruvian shores of the Pacific.  But all these species are threatened by massive over Pacific coast of Peru - which represents almost ten per cent of the word’s marine catch, most of which is turned into fishmeal to feed other fish – farmed fish, in Europe and China. This is the largest single species fishery in the world, but as a result the seabird population here has plummeted more than 95 per cent as their food source declines.

One thing is protected though – the bird poo. The guano system has been protected by the Peruvian Government since 1909 for the extraction of guano (seabird faeces used as fertilizer).  Because of this relative protection, there are still breeding and nursing areas for fish and shellfish in Peru.

Dr Patricia Majluf has been leading a coalition of Peruvian and International NGOs for the past ten years to persuade the Peruvian Government to establishment a national network of marine protected areas (MPAs) along the Pacific coast of South America – including 35 peninsulas and islands.  She hopes that by creating a network of marine protected areas, the negative impacts of the overfishing will be reduced.

Since 1994 the Whitley Awards have been awarded annually. They are worth £30,000 each and are one of the largest nature conservation awards available. The Awards are designed to recognise outstanding work by leading local conservationists whose work is based on sound science, pragmatism, and which fully involves local communities.

Former Head of the BBC Natural History Unit and Series Producer of the recently launched Planet Earth series, Alistair Fothergill, who hosted the evening, said:

“The threats to the world’s wild species and spaces are becomingly increasingly complex and we do not know the effects of these losses. Many small countries with mega-diversity, growing populations and a large national debt maintain need all the help they can get. The winners of these awards demonstrate how to fight to maintain that biodiversity, engage local communities and contribute to the greater understanding of these irreplaceable assets.”

Edward Whitley, Founder and Chairman of the Whitley Fund for Nature said: 

“The decline in the anchovy populations to put fish on our tables has at the same time reduced the ability of their predators - seabirds and cetaceans – to survive. As El Nino events become stronger as a result of climate change it is feared that Peru’s marine wildlife will decline even further.  Marine sustainability is an issue of global concern.  In this context, the work of Patricia and her team is crucial, and we are delighted she has won The Whitley Gold Award.  We hope the Award will help her in her fight to bring an end to unsustainable fishing practices along this globally important coastline. “
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Editors Notes:

1. For media enquiries, please contact Cherry Farrow 07739 573932
2. For photographs of species, winners receiving their Award from HRH The Princess Royal, locations and maps, please contact Annabel Lea on 020 7602 3443 or mobile 07958 342 527. 
3. Please also contact Annabel to arrange an interview with a Whitley Award Winner (available from 8th May – 13th May).
4. The Whitley Fund for Nature – the charity behind the Whitley Awards – is a UK based conservation charity that supports science based conservation work that benefits local communities 
5. The Whitley Awards are worth £30,000 each and are one of the largest nature conservation awards available. Of the Award winners selected each year, one recipient goes on to win the Gold Award worth an additional £30,000. Hosted by Whitley patron HRH Princess Royal, the awards ceremony is held annually at the Royal Geographical Society in London. 
6. (www.whitleyaward.org)

