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Brazilian Zoologist wins recognition from HRH The Princess Royal at top UK conservation awards 
Brazilian zoologist, Silvio Marchini, has won a Whitley Commendation at the UK’s top conservation awards ceremony – the Whitley Awards - for his conservation education work on the Amazon frontier. The awards were dominated by Latin American conservationists working across remote and inhospitable parts of the Continent.   Six out of the ten finalists for the Whitley Awards – selected from over 80 applications from around the world - were from Latin America.
Silvio was recognised for his work by HRH The Princess Royal and Sir David Attenborough at London’s Royal Geographical Society last night and will receive a grant to help support his work.
Brazil has the greatest biodiversity in the world with perhaps 30 per cent of all species, but its forests are among the most threatened.  The growing evidence for global warming and the link with deforestation has put Amazonia on the international agenda. Yet the Brazilian Amazon’s agricultural frontier continues to lose more forest annually than anywhere else in the world.
For most Brazilians in the cities where policy is determined, Amazônia is nothing but a distant place and they have little connection to it.  Meanwhile, the forest is disappearing.  The apathy felt towards rainforest jeopardises even protected areas.  Attempts to save the forest have concentrated on creating protected areas but have mostly ignored the beliefs and attitudes of people working the frontier, most of whom  are poor migrant farmers who need income, but lack fundamental knowledge of how to use the forest.  
In just two generations, a 600,000 km2 area of the Amazon (more than twice the area of the UK) has been lost. And in the last year alone, forest loss was equivalent to the size of the West Midlands, due to cattle ranching and subsistence agriculture, wildlife persecution, illegal deforestation, forest fires and timber extraction. 
It was for this reason, that Brazilian zoologist Silvio Marchini established Escola da Amazonia to research attitudes to the Amazon and raise awareness among young people living on the frontier.
The focus of the Escola da Amazônia is the rural communities around Cristalino State Park, one of the most valuable and threatened parks on the Brazilian frontier. The school runs “twinning” or sister programmes linking private schools in the urban centres outside the region to public rural schools on the Amazon frontier, focusing on the young people who live around the Cristalino State Park. 
Silvio is exploring ways and opportunities of transferring both human and financial resources from the rich to the needy and to demonstrate the long term economic value of the forest through tourism.

The Cristalino Park has more species of animals and plants than any other State Park in the Brazilian Amazon, and although protected is one of the most threatened areas in the country.  More than 30 per cent of the people who live around the park are strongly opposed to conservation in general and the park in particular.  Through his work, Dr Marchini aims to “build admiration and respect for the forest “and the species that live in it by working with students at the schools that surround the park. 
Dr Marchini is adding more researchers to his team as well as carrying out further research into the Jaguar, the third largest of the “big cats” after the tiger and lion.  He will also increase the number of workshops that will give visiting high school students the opportunity to study first hand the natural history of plants and animals as well as exposing them to the major environmental problems that threaten the park’s local biodiversity as well as thinking through alternatives for developing the region.  
Since 1994 the Whitley Awards have been awarded annually. They are worth up to £30,000 each and are one of the largest nature conservation awards available, recognizing outstanding efforts by leading local conservationists whose work is based on sound science and which fully involves local communities.

Edward Whitley Founder and Chairman of the Whitley Fund for Nature said:

“Silvio’s work with the Escola da Amazonia ranks as some of the best environmental education work that we have seen. Cristalino State Park is highly strategic in terms of trying to halt deforestation in the southern Amazon.  The Panel felt that the part of Silvio’s work that brings children from Brazil’s richest and poorest schools together is particularly inspiring.  In doing so, he is encouraging children from all backgrounds to consider the future for Brazil’s forest, bridging social gulfs.”
Editors Notes:

1. For media enquiries, please contact Cherry Farrow 07739 573932
2. For photographs of species, winners receiving their Whitley Award from HRH The Princess Royal, locations and maps, please contact Annabel Lea on 020 7602 3443 or mobile 07958 342 527. 
3. Please also contact Annabel to arrange an interview with a Whitley Award Winner (available from 8th May – 13th May).
4. The Whitley Fund for Nature – the charity behind the Whitley Awards – is a UK based international conservation charity that recognises some of the world’s leading conservationists.  The Whitley Awards are given to support science based conservation work that also benefits local communities www.whitleyaward.org  for press releases on all the 2007 Award Winners
5. Whitley Awards are worth up to £30,000 each and are one of the largest nature conservation awards available. Of the Award winners selected each year, one recipient goes on to win the Gold Award worth an additional £30,000. Hosted by Patron HRH Princess Royal and Trustee Sir David Attenborough, the Whitley Awards Ceremony is held annually at the Royal Geographical Society in London. 
