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HRH The Princess Royal

WFN Patron and Awarder of Prizes

Speech delivered at the Whitley Awards Ceremony, The Royal Geographical Society, London, 20th April 2005.

“It is always a pleasure to see so many people and Friends coming to join us at these Awards, and thank you Sir David for hosting them this evening.

“I had the pleasure of meeting our Award winners and our runners up tonight - those who have gone out of their way in their own lives to make such an impact on our natural world. You only have to listen to the range of projects and the wildlife and environments they affect to realise what that impact can mean, how broadly these Awards spread and how effective they can be.  Also, how good the Judging Panel is at selecting very important individuals.  But you have a part to play too.  I know the winners were a bit worried about talking in front of a large audience like this in what is not their own language.  But they have made astonishing contributions already through their ability to communicate the challenges of nature and people living together.  They are making the best of this world and getting on.  They have also already built up networks of their own.  But you have now become a very important part of that network.  Through their new links with you, these Winners will gather the knowledge and support they need to enable them to carry on with their work, and to carry on with the influence they have already created.  To spread that word to other groups of people who face the same challenges of living very close to nature.  They are working with those communities that are a part of that most important front line of the human race that lives with nature, perhaps not understanding the impact that they are having, and they are helping these local people to build on their knowledge, so that they want to be able to support nature, and to be able to continue to have it alongside them.

“That’s not an easy equation, and of those species we’ve heard of tonight, some are more attractive than others.  Living with and supporting the turtle and the manatee seems reasonably easy to sell as a concept.  Living with, on the other hand, and supporting a continued and larger population of king cobras seems to me rather more of a challenge!  But as a flagship species of course, it is an important one and we value the fact that these winners have the ability to identify those very important species and have a way of selling them to the local populations.  Something that most of us not only couldn’t do, we wouldn’t have the chance to do.  And that’s why we believe so much in the Whitley Awards, and the Continuation Awards which give them the support to continue.

“So a very important part of this evening is those of you who have come and joined us tonight.  But above all, I think, we owe a debt of gratitude to our winners tonight for what they have achieved, and for the inspiration and motivation they have already created for the people who live closest to nature.

“Thank you all very much”.


Sir David Attenborough

WFN Trustee and Ceremony Compere

Speech delivered at the Whitley Awards Ceremony, The Royal Geographical Society, London, 20th April 2005.

“Your Royal Highness, Ladies and Gentlemen.

“There is no point in me trying to tell this audience – You - about conservation and the need for conservation.  We all know the devastation that’s going on in the world.  We all know that in fact the health of our planet should be the greatest concern that humanity has in the coming millennium, and solving it is a huge problem.  I won’t go on about that, because you know.  Fortunately, governments know, society at large knows, nations around the world know, and that is as it should be.  So there are lots of organisations which are concerned with this big problem.  

“But I think it’s quite true to say that the Whitley Fund is a very, very special one.  It’s small.  It’s very precisely focused.  It gives grants to carefully selected people who work devotedly in their own countries – a crucial point - and need financial support.  The fund is hardly at all concerned with the bureaucratic problems that face larger organisations, inevitably, and so it is able to give its money where it really counts; where every penny counts.

“The people it gives them to are very carefully selected by a panel of people who know about conservation and its problems.  And it doesn’t just give the money once.  If you are a Whitley Award winner, you will receive a grant, but you aren’t then abandoned.  The Fund keeps in touch with you.  The Fund can produce more money when it’s necessary.  The Fund can help you with expertise.  The Fund can put you in touch with other organisations who you can help.  It’s been going for 11 years and as a consequence, there are species of animals around the world that might not be there, certainly wouldn’t be in as good a condition as they are, if it wasn’t for the Whitley Fund for Nature.  The black lion tamirin in Brazil.  Elephants in India.  Wolves - the Ethiopian wolf in the highlands of Ethiopia.  The wattled crane in Africa.  Sea horses - one of the earliest of the winners – seahorses were protected in the Philippines as a consequence of a Whitley Fund donation.

“So what are the qualities that a Whitley Award Winner has to have?  Well of course he has to be a naturalist - he or she has to be a naturalist.  They have to be fluent in the wilder parts of the world and know what it is to live fairly uncomfortably.  They need to be ecologists to know the consequences of the actions that they take.  And they have to be diplomats; they have to be able to talk with the local people, without whose help, no conservation plan is going to work.  They have to be able to talk to them one to one, and explain to them why certain actions need to be taken, why certain species should be helped.

“This evening you’re going to meet another group of remarkable Whitley Award Winners.”

For further information about The Whitley Awards, please contact Georgina Ponder, WFN Manager on +44 (0) 20 7602 3443, email: georgina@whitleyaward.org .

Notes to Editors:  
· The Whitley Fund for Nature is a low-cost, high-impact UK based charity offering a wide range of Awards and Grants to outstanding nature conservationists around the world.  WFN raised and distributed £1 million last year.

· WFN locates some of the world’s most dynamic conservation leaders and recognise them through Whitley Awards of up to £30,000, now amongst the most high profile of conservation prizes. The Whitley Awards were established in 1994 by Edward Whitley and are designed to support passionate individuals who are committed to precipitating long-lasting conservation benefits on the ground through projects founded on good science, community involvement and pragmatism.

· Of the Whitley Award winners selected each year, one recipient goes on to also win the prestigious Gold Award, worth an additional £30,000.  The Whitley Awards Ceremony, hosted by our patron, HRH The Princess Royal, is held annually at the Royal Geographical Society in London, and takes place in April. 

